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Introduction 
197 responses to the “Bretherton Neighbourhood Plan – Residents’ Questionnaire” were received. Here is what was 

recorded from your responses shown in chart form.  

About the charts: 

The bar charts show counts eg the bar chart for Question 3 shows that 76 people were in the 41-60 age range 

The pie charts show both the counts of responses and the percentage of the total eg  for Question 3 the pie chart  

shows that 12 people were in the 76+ age range, and that this group made up 6% of all responses. 

General Questions 

Question 1 What do you like about Bretherton?  
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Question 2 What do you dislike about Bretherton?  
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About you: 

Question 3 How old are you? 

 

 

Question 4 If there are children under the age of 16 in your household how old are they?  
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Residence in Bretherton 

Question 5 How long have you lived in Bretherton? 

 

 

Question 6 Do you see yourself still living in Bretherton in 5 years’ time?  
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The responses to Question 6a Do you still see yourself living in Bretherton in 10 years are summarised below 

 

 

Additional comments are summarised below:  
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Question 7 If you moved here from elsewhere, what brought you here? 

 

 

Question 12 Is your dwelling in Bretherton your main residence?  
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Employment 

Question 8 Employment status 

 

 

Question 9 Is your work full or part time? 
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32 respondents work part-time with their hours worked summarised below: 

 

Question 10 Where do you work / volunteer / care? 
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Question 11 If your work is wholly or partly home-based as a result of Covid do you expect this 

arrangement to continue? 

 

Planning and Development 

Question 13 Thinking about the next 10-15 years, how many new homes should be built in 

Bretherton? 
188 respondents commented on the number of new homes. Nearly 80% thought new homes should be built in 

Bretherton broken down as follows: 
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Question 14 if there was to be new housing in Bretherton how should they be grouped? 
Respondents were asked to express “Yes” or  “No” for each housing size group eg Yes to groups of 1-5 homes, No to 

groups of >50 homes etc. The responses are summarised here: 
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Question 15 If there were to be new housing in Bretherton, priority should be for? 

 

Question 16 If there was to be new housing in Bretherton, priority for its location should be? 
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Question 17 If there were to be new housing in Bretherton, what aspects are most important? 

 

Other aspects that were considered important are:  
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Question 18 Thinking about the needs of Bretherton in terms of employment, sustainability, health, 

education and amenities what other developments do you think are needed now?  

 

And in the next 10-15 years  
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Question 19 In Bretherton there are some listed buildings and structures which are protected. 

Which buildings, structures or places in Bretherton do you think should be protected? 

 

And why?  
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Question 20 Which special views within the village or from the village do you think should be 

preserved eg Bank Hall, Winter Hill, Harrock Hill or others?  
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Question 21 What do you think about the size of our conservation area? 

 

Additional comments included  
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Environment and Landscape 

Question 22 Please rate the refuse collection / recycling in Bretherton 

 

Comments / suggestions for improvement  
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Question 23 Please assess litter / fly tipping / dog waste 

 

Question 24 Nuisance 
 

 

Other  
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Any comments that could ease issues that you have identified  
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Question 25 Problems with invasive vegetation 

 

Other  
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Question 26 Problems with unauthorised discharges to water courses / ditches 

 

Other  
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Question 27 Flooding / standing water issues  

 

Other  
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Any comments concerning these or other water issues, particularly if you have been affected by localised flooding 

around Bretherton  
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Question 28 Are pavements within the village safe? 

 

How can these be improved?  
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Question 29 Street lighting  
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Comments 

 

Question 30 Trees – are there trees that you feel are important in Bretherton and need preserving and / or need 

some attention?  
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Question 31 Wildlife and landscape – how important is the presence of wildlife and nature to your 

quality of life in Bretherton?  

 

Question 32 Increase / decrease in the number and variety of species you have seen in your garden 

or more widely in Bretherton 
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Question 33 Have you noticed any increase or decrease in the presence or number of a particular 

species in the parish?  
Respondents noted whether they had observed an increase or decrease in species – they were not asked to count 

animal or plant numbers, just to record the trend (decrease or increase) that they noticed.  

Trends in mammals: A marked decrease in hedgehogs was observed (43 respondents observed a decrease, five 

respondents observed an increase). 

 

Trends in amphibians and insects: A marked decrease in butterflies was observed (24 respondents observed a 

decrease, four respondents observed an increase).  
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Trends in plants 
 

 

Trends in birds: A marked decrease in some species was observed: 

Species Observers 
recording a 
decrease 

Observers 
recording an 
increase 

Lapwing 12 1 

Owl 36 8 

Swallow 11 1 

Respondents recorded trends in many bird species. The results have been split between net decrease and net 

increase charts: 
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Question 34 Do you think our community needs to take more action to make the local community 

more welcoming to wildlife? 
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And if yes, what would you like to see happen? 

 

 

Other suggestions  
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Question 35 Based on your experience are the agricultural areas and / or natural areas being well 

managed and maintained? 

 

Comments  
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Safety and Security 

Question 36 How could road safety be improved in Bretherton parish? 

 

Other (please specify)  
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Question 37 How could traffic noise and volume on the B5248 and B5247 through the village be 

reduced?  
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Question 38 Are there other specific roads or locations within Bretherton that cause you concern?  
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Question 39 Do existing public pavements provide adequate pedestrian safety in Bretherton? 

 

If no, are there specific pavements within Bretherton that cause you concern and what could be done to improve 

safety?  
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Question 40 Are there any Public Rights of Way (eg footpaths/bridleways) in Bretherton that cause 

you concern and what could be done to improve these?  
 



Bretherton Residents’ Questionnaire Results October 2022 

Page 58 of 118 
 

 



Bretherton Residents’ Questionnaire Results October 2022 

Page 59 of 118 
 

Question 41 Are you concerned about any of the following in Bretherton? 

 

Other (please specify)  
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If you have identified any of the above, please specify the location and comment on any solutions that may alleviate 

your concerns  
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Community and Leisure Activities 

Question 42 Are you a member of any of these organisations? 

 

Question 43 How often do you use village footpaths, bridleways, or lanes for leisure? 
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Question 44 Do you ever encounter any problems when using these routes?  
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Question 45 Do you have other hobbies that make use of the village environment? 

 

 

Other (please state 
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Question 46 How often do you use these village facilities? 

 

Question 47 Are you involved in any of these village initiatives / events? 

 

 

Other this  
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Question 48 Would you like to see any new leisure activities in Bretherton?  
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Economic Development and Enterprise 

Question 49 Do you think that there should be commercial units available in and around Bretherton 

to provide facilities for businesses? 

 

Comments  
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Question 50 If you are self-employed or a business owner in Bretherton, what would enable you to 

sustain and develop your business?  

 

Question 51 Are there any barriers preventing you establishing your business in Bretherton or 

working from home in Bretherton? 
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Comments  
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Question 52 As a resident in Bretherton, are there any business services that you require to make 

your life easier? 

 

If so, what are they and why?  



Bretherton Residents’ Questionnaire Results October 2022 

Page 75 of 118 
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Energy 

Question 53 What measures could Bretherton Parish Council explore that could reduce the impact 

of our carbon footprint?  
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Question 54 What could you personally or the residents of Bretherton collectively do to make the 

transition from a carbon-based world to a renewable energy world? 
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Question 55 What are your personal concerns about energy?  

 

Please comment  
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Question 56 Bulk purchasing of energy: which ones of these bulk purchasing opportunities might 

you be interested in if it was organised at a community level? 

 

Please comment  
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Question 57 Would you support action to explore the scope for energy supply to be owned and 

produced locally? 

 

Please comment  
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Question 58 Would you support action to explore what renewable energy projects in our area could 

viably be developed by and for the benefit of our community? 

 

Please comment  
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Question 59 If a community owned renewable energy project could be built to ‘an appropriate 

scale’ and ‘sensitively’ in our landscape, which of these technologies might you support? 

 

Please comment  
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Utilities and Other Services 

Question 60 If you use the internet, are you satisfied with the connection speed you get in 

Bretherton? 

 

Any comments on the internet service in Bretherton?  
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Question 61 If you don’t use the internet, what is the reason? 

 

Other, please list  

Only 1 response received – Don’t know how to 

Question 62 If you don’t know how to use the internet but would like to, would you be interested in 

lessons in Bretherton? 
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Question 62a (there are two question 62s on the questionnaire) What internet speed do you usually 

get on a weekday? 

 

Or tick a box below  
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Question 63 Do you have access to full fibre broadband (FTTP)?  
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Question 64 If you have a mobile phone, please name your service provider  
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Question 65 How good is the mobile telephone signal inside your house in Bretherton? 

 

Comments  
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Question 66 Do you use a landline in your home? 

 

Question 67 If you use a landline phone, is the service adequate and reliable? 
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Question 68 If you watch satellite transmitted TV, is the signal quality good? 

 

Question 69 If you watch terrestrial TV, is the signal quality good? 

 

Question 70 How is the quality and reliability of your mains electrical supply? 

 



Bretherton Residents’ Questionnaire Results October 2022 

Page 98 of 118 
 

Question 71 Is your property connected to mains gas? 

 

Question 72 If you are connected to mains gas, how is the reliability of your supply? 

 

Question 73 Are you satisfied with waste water / mains drainage in Bretherton? 
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Number of properties not connected:  Twenty-one respondents are not connected to waste water / mains drainage 

Other comments on the waste water/ mains drainage in Bretherton 
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Question 74 How is the quality and reliability of your mains water supply? 

 

Question 75 What do you think about the Royal Mail delivery and collection service in Bretherton? 
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Question 76 As a small community, Bretherton does not have an NHS health facility in the village. 

Do you have any issues with access to local health facilities in neighbouring areas? 

 

Comments  
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Question 77 Bretherton has a kindergarten and a primary school, and access to secondary 

education and adult / further / higher education in neighbouring villages and towns. Do you have 

any issues with access to education facilities in Bretherton or neighbouring areas? 

 

Comments  
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Transport, Parking, Roads and Highways 

Question 78 How often do you use the local bus service? 

 

If you use the bus service, where do you travel to?  
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Question 79 Do you use the bus service to link with trains from Croston station? 

 

If so, could the links be improved in any way?  
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Question 80 How could the bus service in Bretherton be improved? Eg routes, timetable, cost, bus 

stop location, access, reliability 
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Question 81 Do you cycle on the roads in and around Bretherton?  

 

If yes, do you encounter any problems?  
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Question 82 Is road signage adequate in Bretherton? 

 

Comments 
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Question 83 What do you think of the standard of winter gritting, snow clearance and leaf fall 

clearance in Bretherton?  
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Question 84 Are you aware of any problems with the maintenance of roadside verges, ditches and 

drains in Bretherton?  

 

Comments?  
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Question 85 Have you any other comments on roads, highways, and transport in Bretherton?  
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Have you any other comments that you feel would be useful to the 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


